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The bect gardens aren't the ones that look the prettiect, it's the ones that
reuce and recycle everything and the ones that accommodate you and other

life. It'c an endlecs cycle and nothing ic thrown away.

Home compocting ic a perfect place to start. It'c co much cheaper than
making endlecs very expengsive tripe to the garden center for bags of
compost and topcoil ,alco considering the fact that the very bect coile can
not be bought out of a bag no matter how much you spend. The reacon for
thic ic coile that you cultivate and nurture over time through compocting,
adding manure and maybe even using a no-dig cystem all have the eccential
microorganicms, mycorrhizal fungi and worme to make them cuccessful. The
compost you buy from the garden center doecn't have any of that; it ic just

a very bagic growing medium with come feed thrown in for the garden.

What I want to chare with you ic how to make your own compost at home.




HOW T0 MAKE YOUR OWN COMPOST.

Step 1-

You're going to need a container to store all your carbon and nitrogenous
wagte in (thic just means your brown and green waste). You can buy
composting bing or you can make your own compost bin. To make your own
you can use wood cuch ac pallete or if you have any empty large plactic
containere you can use that just drill holes in it and make cure there’s

plenty of aeration. IF you check online there are loads of good ideas.

Once you have your composter then place it in a chady or part-chady area
of your garden, the reason for thic ic becauce the organiome breaking down
Yyour waste dont like extremes of temperature. Then alco make sure it's on

coil ideally co the organicme can make their way into the compost.




Alco if you cut your grace and have a load of grase clippings store them in a
back chady corner to break down or grow potatoec in it- we have done a

video on that.

Step 2-

filling the compost bin, a 50:50 mix of green waste and brown materials.

Thic will prevent it from becoming too cludgy or too dry and make cure it will
break down.

Green material ic the carbon rich part-

® [Kitchen scrape - avoid putting in meats, bones, white potato cking
and only putting in fruit and veg bits.
® Annual weeds

® Biodegradable tea bage




Brown wagte, high in nitrogen

® Hay and straw

® Twigs and branches cut up omall

® Egg chelle ground down - you can leave them to dry in bulk then put
them in a blender before putting them in the compost

® Achec from wood. (non treated wood)

Step 3

Now that you have ctarted to fill your composter, continuous care to get
the perfect compost ic-

® et it occacionally, it chould be like a damp sponge
® Turn it often thic keeps air in it and stope it going anaerobic which
cauces fungal growth and makes it turn climy.

® Try to fill it relatively quickly then you get more compost cooner.




® VYou can add compost acceleratore cuch ac garota that will help aid

compocting in a chorter timespan.

COMPOSTING TROUBLESHOOTING GUIDE .

- Wy ien’t my compoct breaking down ?

® (ompost needs a mix of brown and green materials, this ic co the
microorganisme have food they need to break down the compost
ingtead of it being stagnant.

® [t neede to be turned reqularly co air staye in the heap.

® UWater it ! the organicme need moicture but not to be cwamped check
how dry or wet it is.

® VYou can add a compost activator. Thic ic a mix of organicme and feed
that can be added to speed the decompocition.

Uhy ic it elimy ?




a lot of green matter being added to the heap which will cause anaerobic
conditions for the organicme ac they feed off brown matter to break down
the green.To control thic add plenty of brown matter cuch ac egq chells,

cardboard, paper with no ink, straw, hay ete. and mix in well then water.

Uy ic it co dry ?

Could be due to it being mostly brown matter, add more green materials like

kitchen ccrape and mix well aiming for a 50-50 mix.

® [n a full cun location too hot for organicme to live in making it very
dry.

® VYou haven't been watering the compost heap and it'c dried out.

® [f you have ante in your compost bin. Ants favour warm and dry
conditions and will ceek them out. watering the compost heap and
turning it will dicturb them. Although they are not a bad organicm to
have in the compoct heap at all ac they will conctantly turn and
break down the compost. The only bad side ic ants tend to farm
aphids/ greenfly ac pete for their honeydew excretione to feed on.




They will farm them on a choice plant cloceby cuch as a roce or a
young emall tree. To get rid of these pecte a colution of water and
fairy liguid in a spray bottle doec the trick to spray on the infestation
and you can alco cquich them with a paper towel to wipe off

beforehand then spray.

There are loade of fliec in my compoct bin

They could be fruit fliec which are attracted to fruit and veg ccrape. If you
have an excess of fruit and veq ccrape that have been left with not a lot of
anything elce in there then that will attract them. To stop flies in your
compost bin add plenty of brown material in with it and mix in thic will
reduce the cmell of the fruit and veg which attracted them and if you

haven't already, add a lid onto the compost bin.

IF you have any problems with composting or comething you need help with

hacnt been covered yet. Email cardenden@orevalleyha.org.uk
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