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Community Investment Fund 
Guidelines

Community Investment Fund 
Project Name – Dundonald Wind Turbine
Location – Spittal Farm, By South Dundonald, Cardenden
Project Description – 1x500kW Enercon wind turbine

1.0 Community Investment Fund Criteria 
Following consultation with local, regional and national stakeholders, the following themes have been established as being integral to any applicant project and any successful application must fit into at least one of these areas:

Creating opportunities – Create or enhance opportunities for education and employment through activities that develop skills and improve an individual’s chance of entering the workplace.
Empowering communities – Empower communities to become more resilient and protect vulnerable residents through measures which demonstrate long-term social, environmental or economic improvements.
Sustainable places – Stimulate meaningful regeneration to improve or enhance local infrastructure, landscape, biodiversity or heritage and make a lasting difference to the places we live, work and visit.

Additional consideration will be given to projects that demonstrate:

Value for money – evidence that the project has a high local impact for the amount invested.
Community involvement – evidence that the community has been engaged in developing the project. This may be in the form of surveys, community consultations, open days or letters of support. 
Financial Sustainability – evidence that the project will be maintained beyond the period of grant funding.
Contribution to local economy – evidence that the project will have a positive impact on the local economy in the long term.

2.0 Community Investment Fund Guidelines 

	Eligibility

	To be eligible for funding, your project must benefit communities that lie wholly within the Cardenden area. 
You do not need to be a registered charity to apply, but your organisation should not be set up for individual profit. If you are unsure if your group is eligible, please contact us for advice. The fund will offer awards from £100 or more. 



	Key Information

	Who can I contact if I have any questions or needed guidance?
	Maryjane Elder
Corporate Support Manager
Email:melder@orevalleyha.org.uk
Direct line: 01592 723 835
	Steffy Smith
Corporate Support Officer
Email:ssmith@orevalleyha.org.uk
Direct line: 01592 807 919

	Where does this money come from
	We have established the Community Investment Fund to support projects that will bring change and community benefits to the region in which the turbine operates.
The fund utilises a share of revenue generated by our commercial-scale wind turbine, established in 2017 on land south of Cardenden. The green power the turbine generates is sold back to the grid and the net profits are utilised by Ore Valley Housing Association and support the Investment Fund. For this wind farm development, the fund will likely be available for 25 years or for the initial lifetime of the wind turbine. 25 years is the anticipated life of the current device.

	How do I apply?
	By completing our Application Form and sending back to us by email to: applications@orevalleyha.org.uk

Should you apply by letter, we shall send you our Application Form to complete prolonging the process.  Letters will not be accepted as a form of application.

	How much can I apply for?
	You can apply for funding from £100 upwards.
In exceptional circumstances, we may consider applications up to 100% of total costs but would encourage groups to leverage other external funding towards their project. This will strengthen your chance of an award from this fund. 

	How are decision made?
	The Community Investment Fund Panel will review applications and determine which projects should receive funding. 

	Who makes the decisions?
	The panel comprises:
Chief Executive Officer
Finance Director
Corporate Support Manager
Tenant and Community Engagement Officer

	What is the timetable for decision making?
	A decision should be made within 4 weeks of receiving your completed application. We may ask for further information to help support our consideration.  

	What can grants be used for?
	The fund is to be used to provide support for key projects in the area. The following themes have been established  for the Cardenden area and any successful application must meet one or more of the following outcomes: 
· Creating opportunities:  Create or enhance opportunities for education and employment through activities that develop skills and improve an individual’s chance of entering the workplace.
· Empowering communities: Empower communities to become more resilient and protect vulnerable residents through measures which demonstrate long-term social, environmental or economic improvements. 
· Sustainable Places – Stimulate meaning regeneration to improve or enhance local infrastructure, landscape, biodiversity or heritage and make a lasting difference to the places we live, work and visit.


	Who can apply?
	1. Groups or organisations which need funding to support projects or activities consistent with the priority area listed above. We would not fund individuals.
1. You don’t need to be a registered charity to apply nor must you have a constitution (such as a governing document or set of rules) but you must be set up on a not-for-profit basis and have a bank account that is in the name of the group which requires two signatories. If you are unsure if your group is eligible, please contact us for advice.

	When must grants be spent by?
	Any grant received should begin drawing down and spent within one year of being awarded. Long-term projects (such as building work or multi-year projects) will be released in stages and must demonstrate progress within one year of award.

	Are there any activities you are unable to support?
	1. Projects which do not meet the fund criteria
1. Projects which do not benefit people living within a reasonable distance from the Cardenden area. 
1. Individuals	
1. The advancement of religion or politics (including requests to support the core activities of religious or political groups) 
1. The repayment of loans or payment of debts	
1. Trips abroad and foreign travel
1. Costs already incurred or activities which will take place before we have made a decision on an application (i.e. retrospective funding). 
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